
 

 

Recognizing Strengths--Strengths and Talents 
 
     There's a story about three people who each received an inheritance. The 
first one got five thousand dollars and used the money to open a business 
making really delicious cupcakes. The second one received three-thousand 
dollars and used it to buy a guitar to make beautiful music. The third one 
received one thousand dollars and buried the money but never used it. Why am 
I telling you this story? Because each one of you has a special gift or talent- 
maybe even more than one. But many people think their talents are 
unimportant or even silly. So they bury their gifts and never ever use them. It's 
like burying money in your backyard and forgetting about it. You see talent isn't 
all about being able to make music do a double backflip or juggle flaming 
chainsaws. Talent is simply doing the best with what we have. Kindness could 
be a talent. Listening could be a talent. Even touching your tongue to the tip of 
your nose is a talent. But you want to hear something even more weird? Even 
what you think is your greatest weakness could be your greatest talent. Wait a 
second. Are you serious? Yes. Ready. Take me for example. No arms- no legs. 
That's a weakness, right? Well, guess what? It’s my greatest strength! Because 
of my disability, I've been able to travel all over the world, write best-selling 
books, shake shoulders with presidents and governors, and world leaders all 
because of my so-called weakness.  
     I found out that the things I am not good at, I can change into useful talents 
and abilities. So how do you discover your own talents? One of the best ways to 
identify your strengths is to answer some questions about yourself. What are 
you good at? What do you enjoy doing? What do people see in you as a 
strength or talent? Once you discover not only your strengths but also your 
weaknesses, then you can start using your abilities to help others share your 
skills in a way that improves the world around you. Don't hide your gifts put 
them to work and use your talents to inspire others to find their hidden talents 
and gifts. Hey, we need your special abilities. So find out what they are and put 
them to work. 


