
September 2024 
 

Sundays 
 

8:00a.m.                           Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:00a.m.                   Adult Christian Education 

10:30a.m.                        Holy Eucharist Rite II 

10:30a.m.                                Childrenõs Chapel 

Wednesdays 
 

10:30a.m                                      Healing Service 

 

Coming Up 
 
Sept. 1        H.E. Rite I                         9:30am 

Sept. 2            Church office Closed  

Sept. 5                 TRCC Starts                   5-6:30pm 

Sept. 8            H.E. Rite I and II     8am and 10:30am 

Sept. 7    Menõs Club          8:00am 

Sept. 11       Preschool Parent Social        9:00am 

Sept. 13     Supplies to Farmworkers Ministry 

Sept. 21      TRCC            3-5pm 

Sept. 24          Homeowners Meeting      4:30pm 

Sept. 25       Vestry          6:00pm 

Angels Unawares 
 

ñDo not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for  
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Let 
brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly  

entertained angels. Keep on loving each other as brothers 
and sisters.ò -Hebrews 13:1-2 

 
What incredible gifts of hospitality have I received from 
this church! I do not have the words to express the  

kindness, thoughtfulness and the abundance of welcome 
that awaited me here.  I had high expectations of this 
church based on what the search committee told me and 
they were completely exceeded.  
 
And that is a big deal. One of the often overlooked  
spiritual virtues is the gift of hospitality and welcome. 
Those things make a huge difference in the lives of all of 
those around. When we are welcomed we are more likely 
to be generous and trusting because we know that we are 
not in it alone.  
 
This church has in spades what the author of Hebrews 
was trying to teach when he talks about the importance of 
hospitality and how you might entertain angels unawares. 
Not that I am anything like an angel, but that there is 
something divinely beautiful about connecting with  
another person. There is a blessing that we can only  
receive through giving for no reason other than it is what 
we do.  
 
And I am so grateful to experience and learn that from 
this unique group of people. It makes me want to invite 
everyone I meet here to St. Andrewôs, because I want 
each person I meet to be wrapped in that blessing. Thank 
you so much for that gift. I am so pleased that together we 
can go out and share it with all in our community! 
 

Rev. Les Carpenter 



With Joy! 
 
If I had to pick a favorite hymn it would be ñI come with joyò (#304). 

 

I love the soulful bouncing of the melody (Land of Rest) especially as 

it weaves itself through the lyrics. The music comes from an American 

folk melody and the Hymn (or lyrics) were written by Brian Wren. 

 

The song is first and foremost about the experience of receiving  

communion, and it gives such a beautiful sketch of the joyful wonder 

baked into the experience of communion with God and neighbor that 

happens in a loving church.   

 

This hymn is especially meaningful to me in this phase of my life. 

Whenever I come or go from a church or a group of friends I am drawn 

to these words. I love that I am here now, and coming here also meant 

leaving a community I love deeply. As I was facing that and saying my 

goodbyes the words of the fifth verse were a true balm.  

 

Verse 5: 

Together met, together bound weôll go our different ways, and as his 

people in the world weôll live and speak his praise.  

 

In the context of that verse, it is really talking about how we are sent 

out after a single worship service, but I find it touching with other 

kinds of goodbyes too. This idea that even as we leave each other we 

are united both in our individual relationships with God and also with 

each other in our mission. I especially love the order of the words ñlive 

and speak his praise.ò The primary way we praise God is by living the 

life he gave us to the fullest. When we do that our words give our  

actions depth and our lives become  sacred art.  

 

Then in my coming Verse 3 rings in my ears. 

 

Verse 3:  

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 

That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now our friends.  

 

That was my hope as I packed up my life and my family and drove the 

twelve-hundred miles of highway here. That the love which is the 

source of our being would make us friends. And now, as I have set up 

my office and stepped into my own home I dare say I see those words, 

my roadside prayer, come true. I thank you for receiving me and my 

family, I thank God for sending me, and I thank God for these lyrics 

which bless me with a courage that words alone cannot provide. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Rev. Lesôs first Sunday here at St. Andrewôs! 

August 4, 2024 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


